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PRESIDENT’'S COLUMN

Continuing the Work

There are times in the life of a cooperative when you have to stop and take a look at where
you have been and where you are headed. For Black Hills Electric Cooperative, we are
approaching one of those times.

In January, Walker Witt will retire as our CEO and General Manager. Walker has been
a good manager and a good leader for this cooperative, and I want to take a little time to
recognize what he has meant to Black Hills Electric Cooperative and to our members.

During Walker’s tenure, he has worked hard to keep this
Dave Lindblom  cooperative moving in the right direction. He has also been a good
Board President  strategic planner and someone who thinks ahead about what is

coming and what this cooperative needs to be prepared for. As a
lawyer, he has also been a valuable resource when legal questions or difficult matters have
come before the cooperative. His knowledge of the law and the electric industry has
helped the co-op navigate issues that are not always simple.

Walker has also been a strong voice for electric cooperatives at the state level, working
with legislators, regulators and industry organizations. He understands that decisions
made in Pierre and throughout the electric industry can have a real impact on the
members we serve here at home.

He has also done a good job of keeping the board informed. We have had plenty of
tough issues to work through over the years, and Walker has always made sure the board :
had the information we needed to make those decisions. Walker Witt - CEO/General

On behalf of the Board, I want to thank Walker for his years of service to Black Hills ~ Manager
Electric. Retirement is something he has certainly earned,
and while we will miss him, we wish him nothing but the best in the next chapter.

As we look at the future of the cooperative, we also had an important decision to
make about who would lead Black Hills Electric Cooperative going forward. I am
pleased to announce that Michelle Fischer has been named Walker’s successor as
CEO and General Manager, effective upon Walker’s retirement in January.

Michelle is about as homegrown as they come.

She is a local and has spent nearly 19 years working at BHEC. She started with
the cooperative in 2008 and has worked her way through a number of positions over
the years. She has worked directly with members, handled communications, taken
on management responsibilities and, most recently, has served as Assistant General
Manager.

I've had the opportunity to watch Michelle grow with this cooperative. She works

Michelle Fischer - Assistant ~ hard, cares about people, listens, and gets things done.

General Manager She also understands what a cooperative is all about. We are owned by the people

we serve, and that connection to our members and communities matters.

We have plenty of challenges ahead, but I believe Black Hills Electric Cooperative is in good hands. We have
great employees, a strong board, members who care about their cooperative, and a new leader who has spent
nearly two decades learning this organization from the ground up.

No one expects Michelle to have all the answers on day one. None of us do. What matters is having someone
who is willing to work hard, listen, learn and make decisions with the best interests of the cooperative and its
members in mind. I believe Michelle will do that.

Walker will not be easy to replace. He has given many years to Black Hills Electric and has been an important
part of this cooperative and our communities. We are grateful for his service and wish him well in retirement.

And to Michelle, congratulations. You've put in the time, you've earned the opportunity, and now it’s your turn
to lead.

I know our members will join us in supporting her as she takes on this new responsibility.
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is the monthly publication for the members of Black
Hills Electric Cooperative, 25191 Cooperative Way, P.O.
Box 792, Custer, S.D. 57730-0792. Black Hills Electric
Cooperative Connections’ purpose is to provide reliable,
helpful information to electric cooperative members on
matters pertaining to their cooperative and living better
with electricity. Also available at www.bhec.coop.

This cooperative is an equal opportunity provider,
employer, and lender. To file a program discrimination

complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination o F F I C E C Los E D
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File

a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA Novem ber 26 & 2 7
office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide

in the letter all of the information requested in the

form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866)
632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA
by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202)
690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
Subscription information: Black Hills Electric
Cooperative members devote 55 cents from their
monthly electric payments for a subscription.
Non-member subscriptions are available for $12
annually. Periodicals Postage Paid at Black Hills Electric
Cooperative, 25191 Cooperative Way, Custer, S.D.
57730-0792, and at additional mailing offices.
Postmaster: Please send address changes to Black Hills
Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 792, Custer, S.D. 57730-
0792. Address all other correspondence to: Cooperative
Connections, P.O. Box 792, Custer, S.D. 57730-0792
Telephone: (605) 673-4461; Fax: (605) 673-3147;

e-mail: bhec@bhec.coop; website: www.bhec.coop.
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THINK SAFETY

KEEP SAFETY AT
THE HEART OF
YOUR HOLIDAY
CELEBRATIONS

'The holiday season, stretching from late November through
mid-January, is widely considered the most joyous time of the
year. Families gather, festive parties fill our calendars, and a spirit
of generosity warms our homes. However, alongside the cheer
comes a significant spike in travel, home decorating, and large-
scale cooking. Consequently, preventable accidents and injuries
dramatically increase during these months. To ensure your family
and friends remain safe and injury-free throughout the festivities,
keeping safety top of mind is crucial. Below is a comprehensive
guide of tried-and-true advice to help you navigate the season
securely.

Traveling for the Holidays? Be Prepared and Alert
For millions of people, the holidays mean hitting the road to
visit loved ones. Unfortunately, car travel during this busy period
carries the highest fatality rate of any major transportation form.

Hundreds tragically lose their lives in crashes on Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and New Year’s Day alone. Alarmingly, alcohol
impairment contributes to approximately one-third of these fatal
incidents.
To stay safe on the roads, follow these essential guidelines:
*  Winterize your vehicle: Prepare for harsh weather and keep
a well-stocked emergency kit in your trunk.
*  Rest up: Get plenty of sleep before departing to avoid the
severe dangers of drowsy driving.
e DPlan ahead: Leave early and anticipate heavy traffic to
eliminate the dangerous temptation to speed.
*  Buckle up: Ensure every passenger is propetly restrained,
regardless of the trip's length.
e Eliminate distractions: Put your cell phone away; it remains
the primary driving distraction today.
*  Designate a driver: Always use a completely sober driver.
Alcohol and medications cause severe impairment.

Decorate with Caution and Care
Decking the halls instantly puts families in a holiday mood, but
hospital emergency departments treat thousands of decorating-
related injuries annually. Remember these safety tips:
e Keep poisonous seasonal plants, like mistletoe and holly
berries, strictly out of the reach of children.
e If udlizing an artificial tree, verify it is clearly labeled as “fire
resistant.”
e For live trees, cut two inches off the trunk for better water
absorption. Water daily and remove it when dry.
*  Place your tree at least three feet away from fireplaces,
radiators, and space heaters.

e Discard and replace light sets featuring broken sockets,
frayed wires, or loose electrical connections.

e Turn off all holiday lights before going to bed or leaving
the house.

Watch Out for Holiday Fire-Starters

The glow of candles and fireplaces is a holiday staple, but
combined with combustible decorations, house fire risks skyrocket.
'The National Fire Protection Association notes candles cause 46%
of December home fires.

e Place candles in sturdy holders away from curtains and

curious children.

e Store matches and lighters in a locked, high cabinet.

e Consider battery-operated flameless candles as a very safe

alternative.

e Never burn pine branches or wrapping paper in fireplaces;

they can cause flash fires.

e Use a protective screen for burning fires and never leave lit

candles unattended.

Be highly alert to the extreme dangers of turkey fryers.
Hundreds of fires and severe burns are linked to these devices.
Consider using oil-less fryers or purchasing fried turkeys from
professionals. If you must fry your own, strictly follow all U.S. Fire
Administration guidelines.

By taking these simple, proactive steps, you can protect loved
ones and ensure your holidays remain merry, bright, and safe.

"Never climb
near power
lines."

Penelope Poppen

Penelope warns readers to never climb near power
lines. Thank you for sharing, Penelope! Penelope's par-
ents are Brett and Megan Poppen, members of Black
Hills Electric Cooperative.

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to
your local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3).
If your poster is published, you'll receive a prize. All entries
must include your name, age, mailing address and the
names of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.




ENCHILADA
CASSEROLE

Ingredients:

1 lb. hamburger

1 medium onion, chopped

1 green pepper, chopped

1 can (10 oz.) enchilada sauce
6 tortilla shells

1 cup shredded cheese

1 can pinto beans

Method

In a glass baking dish, put the
browned hamburger, onion,
pepper, beans and sauce in shells
and roll up. Layer with shredded
cheese on top. Bake 20 minutes
in oven.

Optional: Use 1 cup of sliced black
olives on top of cheese

Marla Gilbert
Southeastern Electric

PARTY IN A PAN

Ingredients:

11/2 Ibs. hamburger, browned

1 can cream of celery soup

1 can cream of chicken soup

1 box Stove Top Stuffing Mix

1 can corn, drained

3 cups mozzarella cheese,
shredded

Method

Combine the hamburger, celery
soup and chicken soup in a bowl
and set aside.

Prepare the Stove Top Stuffing as
directed on the box. Layer half the
hamburger mixture, half the corn,
half the stuffing, and half the
cheese; repeat layers again. Bake
30-40 minutes at 350°F or until
cheese is melted.

Makes a 9x13-inch pan.

Kathy Zomer
Douglas Electric

BEEF TERIYAKI

Ingredients:

1lb. boneless beef sirloin steak
2 tbsp. cornstarch

14 oz. beef broth

2 tbsp soy sauce

1 tbsp. brown sugar

1/4 tsp. garlic powder

3 cups broccoli florets

11/2 cups rice

1 2/3 cups water

Method

Cook the rice in water according
to the directions on the bag.
Slice beef in very thin strips. In a
large skillet, saute the beef strips
until browned and the juices
evaporate.

In a mixing bowl, combine corn-
starch, beef broth, soy sauce,
brown sugar and garlic powder.
Mix thoroughly.

Add the liquid mixture and
broccoli florets to the beef. Cook
until mixture boils & thickens to
a desired consistency, stirring
frequently.

Serve over the cooked rice.

Picture from Shutterstock.

Karen Soulek
Charles-Mix Electric

Please send your favorite recipes to your
local electric cooperative (address found
on Page 3). Each recipe printed will be
entered into a drawing for a prize in
December 2026. All entries must include
your name, mailing address, phone
number and cooperative name.




UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITS

DO WE OWE YOU MONEY?

THIS FOLLOWING LIST CONTAINS the names of former Black Hills Electric Cooperative members whose capital credit
checks have not been cashed or were returned to us. Please review the list and if you know anyone listed, or his or
her heirs, please contact BHEC at 605-673-4461 or 800-742-0085. A-L was published in the October edition.

MAAS, LAURA

MACINNES, JAMES/MARY
MACKEY, DEBORA K.
MACKLER, L.E.

MADIGAN, EDWIN F/SALLY
MADSEN, LISA

MALLARY, RONALD/TERRY
MALLOY, DEAN G.
MALMGREN, KIM

MALONE, DONNA

MALONEY, MARGARET
MANCINI, PAUL
MANDELBERG, LINDA
MANEY, PATRICKT/SHARON K.
MANGOLD, DOUGLAS W.
MANNING, STEVEN A.
MANTON, SHERRY ESTATE
MAPEL, TERRY L/JUDY A.
MARANTOS, ALLEN A/WANDA J.
MARSHALL, JON/SHARON
MARTIN, AUDREY P.

MARTIN, GEORGE/SANDRA
MARTIN, KATHI N./SIEGMUNT
MARTINI, PATRICIA
MARTINSON, SHARON ESTATE
MARX, WILLIAM G.
MARZENELL, TODD/NANCY L.
MASON, GERDA M.

MASON, JOANNEE.
MATHEWS, M. J.

MATTHEWS, WENDY

MAULE, BILL

MCARTHUR, PAUL/COLLETTE
MCCLASKEY, THOMAS/ROSE
MCCLUNG, HARRY R.ESTATE
MCCRILLIS, WILLIAM K.
MCCUTCHEON, WALT
MCDERMAID, TINA

MCDILL, TOM JR.

MCDONALD, DENNIS/CAROLINE
MCDONALD, LUCILLE R. ESTATE
MCELHANEY, ROYCE A/MARGO
MCENTIRE, JAMES/MARILYN
MCGEE, GARY P/DONNA
MCGEE, JAMES/JESSICA
MCGEE, MICHAELT./JUDITH
MCGOWAN, JUDY S.
MCGUIGAN, MICHAEL/KAREN
MCLAUGHLIN, MATT
MCMAHON, JOHN ESTATE

MCMAHON, PATRICKF.
MCMURTRY, PAMELA/MICHAEL
MCNAIR, NORMA L.
MCPHERSON, JAMES/JAMIE
MEEKS, MICHAEL L.

MELLO, MANUEL ESTATE
MENGENHAUSER, JACK/DARLA
MENKE, PAUL/KAREN
MENNING, CLAIRR/JANA
MERCED, HECTOR

MESSER, ROBERT/JUDY M.
MESSINGER, TRASK

METTLER, ANNE

MEYER, CAROL/PHILLIP
MEYER, DANIEL L/ANGELA M.
MEYER, GLENN/VANETTE
MEYER, RODNEY

MICHAEL, STANLEY J. ESTATE
MIDDLETON, JOANNE L.

MIES INC. - PETER MIES
MIGNERY, SID

MILBURN, SHARON L.
MILBURN, THELMA L.

MILLER, ALAN R/CHRISTINE
MILLER, AUGUST F/EVELINE L.
MILLER, CHAD/PAMELA
MILLER, CHEYNEY

MILLER, DAVE

MILLER, DORTHY M.

MILLER, HOWARD/MOLLIE
MILLER, THOMASE.

MILLER, VICTORIA M.
MILLS, JERRY J/SHERRIL.
MINKLER, BRUCE A.

MINOR, VERONICA J.
MITCHELL, JIM/ANN
MONGOLD, NANCY M.
MONSON, SETH R/KAYLA L.
MONTANA, LINDA

MONTE KAHLER RENTALS
MOONE, TODD

MOORE, HAROLD B.

MOORE, JEFF K/NICOLE A.
MOORE, NANCY

MOORE, ROBERT E. ESTATE
MOOS, THEODORE C/MARCIA
MORALES, SANJUANA
MORGAN, SUSAN

MORRIS, ALLEN D/JANET L.
MORRIS, JOEL D./ELIZABETH A.
MORRIS, LARRY/JACKIE
MORRIS, TAMBRA

MORRIS, WAYNEF.
MORRISON, DANIEL J.
MOSEY, PAUL A.
MOSSMAN, RICK L/JULIE J.
MUDEK, TIM/SANDRA
MUEHL, DAMON
MUELLER, DAVE/BRENDA
MURPHY, GREGORY L.
MURRAY, DAN
MURTHA,PATTY/BUCK
MUSSER, HEATHER
MUTH, SHELBY/BARBARA
MYHRE, DONALD J.

NAASZ, CLYDE C.

NASH, MERWYN D.

NASON, DEE

NATION, ALICIA

NEAL, WILLIAM/DIANE

NEFZGER, ROBIN/DANIEL

NEILL, DENNIS

NELSON LANE, CONSTANCE

NELSON, AMEY K.

NELSON, BARBARA

NELSON, CLIFFORD J/MARIEV.

NELSON, JONATHON W.

NEWKIRK, DUANE

NEWLIN, STEPHEN/TERRY

NEWMAN, JERRY

NICHOLS, STU/LINDA

NICHOLSON, JENNETTE

NIELSEN, FRED L.

NIELSEN, MARVIN/DELORES

NIGHSWONGER, JIM/JOYCE

NIKKILA, RON/LAURA

NIKKILA, RON

NILSEN, RONDA

NORDNESS, RICHARD A./CONNIE

NORTHWEST DISTRICT OF THE
WESLEYAN CHURCH

NORTON, DALE E/KATHY A.

NUSTAD, CHARLES/MARY

OAKES, JACK S/HARRIET
O'BRIEN, MARJORIE
O'CONNOR, THOMAST.
O'DELL, BEN/PEGGY
O'DONNELL, KATHY

OERTLI, DAVID B.

OLHAUSEN, MICHAEL D.
OLIVER, CHRIS/PENNY
OLOFSON, ROBERT/MARY
OLOFSON, SHERRY M.

OLSEN, DAVID N./GAYLE L.
OLSON, ALAN C. ESTATE
OLSON, ALBERT/KATHLEEN
OLSON, RYANT/CATHYT.
ORMESHER, DAVID M/JOAN L.
ORMESHER, LORRAINE

ORR, DENNIS J.

ORTEGA, MIKE A/ROBBIJ.
ORTEGA, ROBBIJ.

ORTON, CHADRON R/ELNORA I.
OSBORNE, STEPHANIE H.
OSTYN, M.D.

OTTENBACHER, ERIC D/DENNISE M.
OWEN, JAMES D/BARBARA A.

PAGAN, BRUCE J.

PAGE, ARTHUR L. MARILYN E.
PAGE, ARTHUR L/MARILYN E.
PAGETT,RON

PAPIKE, DR. JAMES/PAULINE
PARKER, NEIL E.

PARKS, DORATHEAE.

PATTON, DOROTHY A.
PAULSEN, ORLAND D/MARY L.
PAVER, MIKE/DAWN

PAVLICK, THOMAS/CHRISTINE
PEARSON, AMANDA

PECHA, GORDON

PELCHAT, LAUREN

PENLAND, JUDY

PERFETTI, PATRICIA M/MICHAELP.
PERLI, KEITH/JACQUE

PERRETT, JEROLD M.

PERRIGO, REX/GERI

PETERSEN, C. P/IONEK.
PETERSON, BRENT/MARY
PETERSON, DOLORES J.
PETERSON, RUSS/MARILYN
PETRO, SHIRLEY/DON

PHILLIPS, PAM

PHONETEL TECHNOLOGIES
PIGSLEY, ELRAE.

PILLON, DANIEL/COLLEEN
PINKERTON, RANDY B/ANNIE L.
PINKERTON, WILLIAM W./DONNA




UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITS

PISZCZYNSKI, STEVE
PLOOSTER, PAUL A.

POGUE, MICHAEL

POPP, ELEANORE J.
POPPERT, LOREN P.

POSEY, WILLIE H/NAOMI C.
POULAIN, GREG/CINDY
POUNTAIN, JOHN G.
POWELL, JAMEST/JUDITH A.
POWELL, MICHAEL/MELISSA
POWERS, ROBERT

PRINCE, JANE

PROBST, ROBERT G.

PULLEN, PAMELLA

QUINN, TERENCER.

RADLINGER, RICHARD

RAFFERTY, STEVE

RAGELS, VINCENT R/DEBORAH

RAIHALA, GEORGE/SUSAN

RAINFORD, ROCKY/TINA

RAMESBOTHOM, NANCY J.

RANDLEAS, RICHARD/NANCY

RASHE, PETER J/LYNNE A.

RASMUSSON, THOMAS P/ANN K.

REANY ESTATE, MAMIE

REASER, DAVIDR.

RED FEATHER, CLEO

REDWOOD, JOHN/ANN

REECE, JOHNNY A/LORIE A.

REES, JACQUELINE

REESE, DAVID L.

REIFERS, NICOLE A.

REJOICING SHEPHERD MINISTRIES

REMBOLDT, SCOTT

RENCOUNTRE, GAYLE

RENCOUNTRE, LAURA/THERESA

RENFRO, REBECCA D.

RICHARDS, JEFFRY D/KATHY L.

RICHARDSON, KAREN K. ESTATE

RICHARDSON, MICHAEL

RICKENBACH, ROSE A. ESTATE

RICKS BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION -
Ly RAMEY/ELIZABETH RICKS

RIEHLE, KATHLEEN/LARRY

RIFFEY, WESLEYE.

RIGGS, TROY/SHELLI

RILEY, DORAN/JUDITH

RINEHART, HAROLD ESTATE

RINGHOFER, BOB

RINGLER, DIANNA L.

RISKE, DENNIS/JAYNE

RID &ASSOCIATES -

Ls ROBERT DUDZINSKI

ROBERDEAU, LARRY D./GLORIA
ROBERSON, MAXINE A.
ROBERTS, LORRAINE M.
ROBINSON, JIM

ROBLEY, QUENTIN/GLORIE A.
ROCKY MOUNTAIN PIPELINE SYSTEM
ROGERS, MARK R. ESTATE
ROHDE, DIANE M.

ROLLAND, CHERYL

ROLLINS, JERRETT D./KERI L.
ROSENBERG, PAUL

ROSS, TIM

ROSSMAN, TANYA

ROSSOW, SHAUN A/ANGELA
ROUPE, GILBERT N.

ROWE, SUE/SAM

ROYSTON, EDNA

RUD, JOHN M.

RUFF, SCOTT/JULIE

RUGGIERI, BILL

RUNGE, VICKIE L.

RUPP, RICHARD/LEA
RUSHING, JOHNT/BRENDA A.
RUTHERFORD, KATHRYN
RYTTER, DEANNA D.

SAATHOFF, BRAD/DIANA
SAMPSON, DARLENE A.

SANDT, ADAM

SAYLER, WILLIAM

SCHAEFER, MORRIS ESTATE
SCHAFFER, DAVID/ERIN
SCHAVE, TIMOTHY R. ESTATE
SCHILLING, CHARLES F/LINDA
SCHLEKEWY, GLORIA

SCHMIDT, JEROME A.

SCHMIDT, TERRY L/SALLIE A.
SCHMITZ, DALE L/PATRICIA
SCHNEIDER, CHARLOTTE ESTATE
SCHNEIDER, JASON
SCHNEDERMAN, DONALDH/DEBRAS.
SCHNEIDERMAN, KEITH
SCHNOOR, MARK

SCHRANDT, PETERA.
SCHRODER, THOMAS D.
SCHUBERT, LOLITA

SCHULTE, WILMA J.

SCHULTZ, JEFFREY
SCHUMACHER, E. G.ESTATE
SCHUMAN, DIRK/BONNIE
SCHWALM, PAMELA G/ALBRECHT J.
SCHWARTZ, JAMES

SCOTT, JAMES C/COLETTEE.
SCOTT, LEOTAC.

SD DEPT OF AGRICULTURE
SEARS, JOHN D/KRISTEN G.

SEGELSTROM, ROLLIN/PATRICIA

SESSUMS, GLORIA
SHANE, STEVE/ANITA
SHARPE, ANGELA

SHATTUCK, ANDREW W./LARECE

SHEPHERD, TAMMY
SHERMAN, RODERICK L.
SHOCKEY, DONNIE

SIBELL, STEVE/JANET

SIEG, DARYL A/DAWN
SILKEY, TED

SILVERNAIL, RICHARD

SIM, EDGARK.

SIMIANER, SCOTT/JANICE
SKARIE, ROGER/PEGGY
SKINNER, LEE/DOLORES
SKLIRIS, PAMELA J/DAVID L.
SLABY, RAYMOND T/ELAINE
SLATTERY, DONALDW.
SLOAT, DAN

SMIDT, VALERIEF.

SMITH, HENRY E.JR.

SMITH, J. M/KAREN A.

SMITH, LANEC.

SMITH, LARRY D.

SMITH, MARDELL

SMITH, TANYA/DANIEL
SNYDER, LIZ

SPARGUR, LAURA ESTATE
SPENCER, KEITH/ANNETTE
SPIKOWSKI, ANDY/CARLA M.
SPLITTSTOESSER, OPAL ESTATE
SPRAGUE, RONALD/JOANN
STAHL, COLTON/SUSAN
STANLEY, DOR-SHAL/MARCIA
STEELE, JAMIE S/STEPHANIE L.
STEELE, TERRY A.

STEEN, HAROLD G.

STEGE, MARK/PATRICIA
STEGER, GARY/KARON
STEINBERG, BEVERLY
STEINER, BRANDON/KRISTEN
STEINERT, TIMOTHY W./VIOLET
STEPHEN, KIMBERLY/KIRK
STEUER, TOM/CHRISTINE
STEVENS, GENE/ANDREA
STEVENS, ROBERT

STEVENS, TIMOTHY/GAYLE
STEVENS, WILLIAM E/JILLR.
STEVENSON, TIM

STEWART, BRYAN

STEWART, MELANIE J/BILLY B.
STEWART, ROBERT H.

STOLTZ, DOUG/JUDITH
STONE, DIXIE L.

STONE, RICHARD L/DONNA J.
STORM, MICHAELA

STRAND, MARVIN/MARJEAN C.

STRATMEYER, CASSI L.
STRATTON, H. MARLENE
STRELECK, LARRYS.
STRUTTONINN B&B-

Ly CARY/DENICE STRUTTON
STRUXNESS, AMANDAE.
STUTZMAN, GARY/CAROL
SUTTON, FRED W./DEBORAH A.
SUTTON, MELISSA
SWAIN, JAMES L.

SWEEN, MAURICE A.
SWEETGRASS VALLEY, LLC
SWENSON, JEREMY
SWIM, STEVE/JUDY
SYVERSON, JON/LORELEI

TALBOT, ROBERT/CAROL
TAYLOR, MARGARET

TELLER, MARIAN H.

TERHUNE, ROCKY L.

THAYER, STEVE

THOMAS, BRENT

THOMAS, JACK

THOMAS, ROB M.
THOMAS-FRIEND, LESAK.
THOMPSON, BOYD W./JANET L.
THOMPSON, MAVISL.
THOMSON, KEVIN
THORNBURG, MARINELL
THORSON, GERALD/PATRICIA
THURM, JAMESSS.

TIBBLES, PATRICK M./JANYCE
TIESZEN, VELNA M.

TIFFT, JASE

TOMAHA RECREATION LLC
TORBENSON, CINDY
TORGERSON, RICHARD H.
TORRES, LOUIS R/CAROL
TOSTERUD, ROBERT/KAREN
TRAUSCH, KATHLEEN L.
TRAUTMAN, BRIAN

TREVINO, SUSAN/EDWARD Q.
TRODE, THOMAS

TROTTER, GAYLE

TROUT HAVEN CAMPGROUND
Ly BARBBISSON

TSCHACHER, MARTIN/CYNTHIA
TURNER, MARCELLE A.
TURNER, MICHAEL E/SUSAN
TURNER, PAMELA .

TUSKO, CHRIS

TWO BULLS-ANTHONY, PATRICIA A.

USTRANSFORMERS - STEVE HAGLER
(continued on page 10)




OUR HEROES

Veterans Memorial Undergoing Revamp

Jacob Boyko
jacob.boyko@sdrea.coop

Lee Leuning’s father was about 80
when he sat in his son’s sculpting studio to
become the sailor at South Dakota’s World
War II memorial.

For three days, Leuning studied his face
and shaped his features. His father slowly
began talking about the war. After 50 years,
the experience still weighed heavy.

Today, more than 25 years later,
Leunings father stands immortalized in
bronze on the shore of Capitol Lake in
Dierre, representing sailors like himself who
served in World War IL

He stands among five other slightly
larger-than-life statues representing
members of the U.S. armed forces. The
display, called “Why We Fought,” depicts
the service members in tattered uniforms
saluting toward the American flag.

“It’s soldiers in each individual moment
stepping out of battle and recognizing the
flag and what they fought for,” Leuning said.

A member of Northern Electric
Cooperative, Leuning created the figures

with fellow sculptor Sherri Treeby. Visitors
to Pierre will find their work throughout
the city, including statues along the
Trail of Governors and a relief plaque
commemorating the Lt. Cmdr. John C.
Waldron Memorial Bridge. At Capitol
Lake, their sculptures honor veterans of
World War II, Korea and Vietnam.

Several of the World War II figures
have family connections. Leuning used
his mother’s likeness for the army corps
mechanic — she served as a plane mechanic
in WWII — and his sons as models for the
pilot and Marine. Treeby’s father, an Army
veteran, provided the face of the Coast
Guardsman.

The WWII memorial was the first
memorial unveiled, dedicated by Gow.
Bill Janklow just four days after the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Leuning recalls
being amazed by the turnout — thousands
of visitors were at the Capitol for the
dedication.

He remembers one Navy veteran
watching the dedication parade from a

hospital bed with an attendant.

The WWII memorial on Capitol Lake shows
soldiers saluting the American flag after battle.
Later, after the Korean and Vietnam soldier
statues and walls were added beneath the flag,
the WWII veterans appear to salute them too.
Photo by Jacob Boyko

“Every time a flag came by with an
honor guard ... that guy would have his
aide get him out of the bed, and he'd snap
to attention,” Leuning said. “That, to me,
showed this really means something to

them.”

Recent renovation improved water drainage.
Previously, water under the granite tiles caused
loosening. The tiles have since been replaced with
sod grass. The stream bed was also replaced.
Photo by Jacob Boyko




VETERANS MEMORIAL

Subsequent dedications for the Korean
and Vietnam memorials during Gov. Mike
Rounds’ administration attracted even
more visitors. The state estimated 32,000
people attended the two-day Vietnam
dedication in 2006. Some veterans
watched the ceremony from pontoon
bridges on Capitol Lake.

Unfortunately, years of exposure have
taken a toll on the site. Trapped water
beneath the granite tiles caused some
to loosen and crumble, explained Leah
Haugan, Special Projects Coordinator
for the South Dakota Bureau of Human
Resources and Administration.

“Try as we might to keep it in great
shape, you can't keep up with deteriorating
stone,” Haugan said.

Over the summer, the state began work
on a renovation project for the memorials,
which will bring some changes to the site.

Sections of granite have been replaced
with grass. The military seals embedded
in the walkway were lifted out and placed
on pedestals. The stream from the Artesian
well remains, but it’s now bordered by a
concrete curb. The granite tiles around the
fountain were upgraded from % inch thick
tiles to 2 inch thick tiles, and the fountain
enclosure was remade with concrete and
granite tiles around the top.

Restoring the site is part of the state’s
commitment to honoring veterans and
their service, Haugan said.

Sculptor Lee Leuning with his dad, Donald
Leuning, at the World War Il Veterans
Memorial dedication Sept. 15, 2001, in Pierre.
Photo submitted by Lee Leuning

“Words are words, but when you build
something like that that memorializes
their efforts and their sacrifice, I think that
shows them there’s proof positive that we
recognize and honor them,” Haugan said.

The renovation does not bring back the
Flaming Fountain’s flame. Methane rising
from the artesian well that feeds Capitol
Lake kept the flame burning for decades,
but it went out around 2015 when the
flow could no longer sustain it. Haugan
said a more ambitious fountain project is
among the ideas for the site, depending on
funding,

A separate proposal would honor
Native American code talkers who served
in World Wars I and II using their native
languages to transmit messages that enemy
forces were not able to translate. Funding
for that memorial also remains unresolved.

Visiting the memorials, Leuning has
seen what that recognition can mean
to a family. The day after the Vietnam
memorial dedication, he returned to take
photos and was approached by a woman
asking him to take her picture. He obliged,

and the lady went up to the bronze statue
and hugged it.

“She said, “That’s my Davy. It looks just
like my Davy.”

‘Then she pointed to her husband’s name
on the wall.

Leuning's Vietnam War memorial.
Photo submitted by Lee Leuning

N

U.S. Airforce Photo by 1st Lt. Carrie L. Kessler




UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITS

(continued from page 7)

VAN LOENEN, GORDON R/SANDRA M.

VAUGHN, THOMAS

VENARD, NEIL

VERMUNDSON, CHAD

VEST, STACIE

VICE, JANEEN/PAUL
VINKENBERG, GENE/PHILOMENE
VOAS, BARBARA H.

VOGEL, DAVID W/MARVA L.
VOIGT, THOMAS J./JANE
VOLDNESS, BRUCE W.ESTATE

WACHHOLZ, WALLACE R/NANCY

WALKER, GARRY R/JACKIE
WALKER, RUSSELL A/RUTH
WALLACE, BEULAH/JOSIAH A.
WALLS, BRUCEA.

WALLS, CAROLA.

WALMSLEY, J.T. ESTATE
WANNARKA, MAX J/KATHERINE
WANNER, IDA ESTATE
WATKINS, DAVE

WATKINS, MARSHA K.

WEBB, FRANKLIN A.

WEBBER, LAURA M.

WEBER, KURT K.

WECHSLER, SIDNEY E./SANDRA
WEIR, CHARLES E.
WEISCHEDEL, SCOTT A/LORIC.
WEISS, ANDREW H/MARLENE
WEISS, CHARITY
WELCH-PATTERSON, KATHLEEN
WELLING, J.H.

WELLS, G.V.ESTATE

WELLS, SHEILA/TIMOTHY
WESTBY, CURT/MYRNA
WESTERN MINE SERVICE INC.

WESTERN TELECOMMNCATNS - FIBER
WESTERN WIRELESS CORPORATION

WESTMORELAND, TERRY M.
WETMORE, WAYNE

WHARTON, PETER M./SHARON H.

WHIPPLE, SYLVIA

WHIPPLE, SYLVIA/VINCENT
WHITE, STANLEY/JANICE
WHITES, KEITH W./KATE M.
WHITEWOOD ACRES
WHITING, JOYCE
WHITMAN, MARY R. ESTATE
WHITMAN, TERRY

WIEBE, KRISTINA/MATTHEW
WIEBESIEK, SUSAN A.
WIESE, ROBIN M.

WILABY, DENNIS

WILBUR, WILLIAM M./ROSE M.

WILCOX, DARLENE M.
WILKERSON, JAMES K. SR.
WILLIAMS, BENJAMIN L.
WILLIAMS, DONALDE.
WILLIAMS, JANICE/PENNE
WILLIAMS, JOHN/LISA
WILLIAMS, LARRY
WILLIAMS, PAUL S/BETTY
WILLIAMS, RONNIE D.
WILLIS, DOYLE M/LARAE A.
WILLSON, JOSEPH
WILMOT, DAVID M/JANICE
WILSON, JOHN L/LINDAD.
WILSON, SUSAN A.
WILSON, TERRIE/MARK
WING, RANDY J.

WINGATE, ROBERT E/EVELYN M.
WINJUM, TIM/LISA
WINSTON, DENISE
WINTER, DEB

WIPF, ARLAN

WIPFF, J.K. JR/SANDRA
WISE, GREG

WISE, RICHARD S.

WISE, VICKY/RYAN
WITTROCK, ROBERT
WOJEWSKI, PAUL/SARA
WOLF, JANELYN

WOLFE, ANNE

WOLFF, DIANE

WOLFF, KATHLEEN R. ESTATE
WOLFGRAM, DONNA
WOOD, ROBERT L/THERESA A.
WOOD, ROGER

WOOD, WESLEY W.
WOODFORD, TERESA K.
WOODS, WILLIAM E/LAVADA J.
WRIGHT, RICHARD L.
WUERTZ, DENNIS
WYDAKCABLETV
WYTOSICK, MICHAEL A.

XCNETWORKS LP

YELLOW HORSE, ADELINE
YELLOWROBE, SANDRA/LUKE
YOAKUM, JAN

YOUNGBERG, JOE/KARIN

ZACHOW, ROLAND L.
ZOLCZYNSKI, STANP.
ZOLLER, TODD/AMY

CAPITAL CREDITS
How They Work

BHEC members, like you, use and pay for electricity.

BHEC records
energy use and
revenue received
each month

The Board of
Directors approve the
assignment of
operating profits.

In, November, the Board
of Directors approves a
portion of capital credits
to retire.

It is important for those members who move off of our
service to keep their mailing address updated with us.
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1,000 HOURS IN & STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP

1,000 Hours In — Now Full Time

Gavyn Buchholz filled our 1,000-hour lineworker position earlier this
year in May and as of October 1 he has accepted a full-time apprentice
lineman position. Throughout the last several months Gavyn has become b ’
a true part of our team here at Black Hills Electric Cooperative! ~
Gavyn brings valuable training from Mitchell Technical College, giving

him a solid foundation as he continues to grow in his career with the
cooperative. He also brings a strong work ethic and a willingness to learn.
We are excited to have Gavyn fully on board and look forward to the
skills, energy, and fresh perspective he brings to our crew. Plus, we're
pretty sure he's helping lower our average employee age a little, too!

Gawyn serving food at BHEC's
2026 Annual Meeting.

Gavyn setting a pole for new service.

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
(REQUIRED BY 39 U.S.C. 3685)
1. Publication Title: Black Hills Electric Cooperative Connections 2. Publication No.: 1531-104X 3. Filing Date: October 1, 2026 4. Issue Frequency: Month-
ly 5.No. of Issues Published Annually: 12 6. Annual Subscription Price: $6.60 7. Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: P.O. Box
792, Custer, S.D. 57730 8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Publisher: P.O. Box 792, Custer, S.D. 57730-
0792 9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Address of Publisher, Editor and Managing Editor: Publisher: Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Inc., P.O.
Box 792, Custer, S.D. 57730 Editor: Shannan Steele, Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Inc., P.O. Box 792, Custer, S.D. 57730 Managing Editor: Same
as editor 10. Owner: Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Inc., P.O. Box 792, Custer, S.D. 57730 11. Known bondholders/mortgagees, and Other Security
Holders Owning or Holding 1 Percent or more of Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages, or Other Securities: RUS and CFC 12. Tax Status: Purpose,
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The 1969 South Dakota Youth Tour group. Marty Larsen
H OW a YO Uth To u r F rl e n d s h I p is pictured in the top row, seventh from the right.
John Nordlie is pictured in the top row, fifth from the left.

c h a ngec‘ M a rty La rse n's L Ife Photo courtesy from the SDREA Archives

Frank Turner Huctchinson, a predecessor of today’s government and electric cooperatives
frank.turner@sdrea.coop Southeastern Electric Cooperative, and meeting students from across the
served the area around his family’s dairy ~ country. South Dakota began sending
When Marty Larsen earned aspoton g seven miles west of Hurley. students on the trip in 1963. Larsen
the 1969 Youth Tour to Washington, Youth Tour gives high school went just six years later.
D.C., through Turner-Hutchinson students sponsored by their local Back then, Turner-Hutchinson
Electric Cooperative, he had every electric cooperatives the chance to Electric selected its Youth Tour delegates
reason to believe dairy farming would spend a week in Washington, D.C., through 4-H, rewarding young people
remain at the center of his life. Turner- visiting historic sites, learning about for their accomplishments. In 1969,
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YOUTH TOUR 1969

Larsen placed eighth at the national
4-H dairy judging competition in
Ohio. The accomplishment earned him
the cooperative’s Youth Tour trip to
Washington, D.C.

But before Larsen could make the
trip, an Army recruiter threw a wrench
in his plans, warning him that he was
likely to be called for service soon.
Rather than wait to be drafted, Larsen
chose to enlist, expecting to head to
basic training and then Vietnam.

Not long after, Larsen received an
induction notice, but first he had to
complete a military physical. Larsen,
who is hard of hearing, failed the
hearing test and was disqualified from
service. Had he passed, he said he would
have left for basic training about a week
before the 1969 Youth Tour departed.

“Somebody upstairs was looking out
for me,” he said.

With the Army no longer standing in
the way, Larsen was going on the trip.
To prepare, his mother bought him new
clothes and a new pair of shoes. Even
still, he returned home with the soles
nearly worn through. At the Washington
Monument, he and a small group of
students climbed 897 steps rather than
wait in the long elevator line, then rode
the elevator back down.

Near the end of the trip, the group
ate at a seafood restaurant along the
Potomac River. Larsen persuaded the
chaperones that the students ought to
try lobster, something many of them
had never eaten before. When the
waitress brought lobster bibs to the
table, Larsen passed his around and
asked everyone to sign it.

His mother later saved the bib in the
scrapbook she kept of his childhood,
alongside years of 4-H ribbons, judging
cards and other keepsakes. Larsen still
has the scrapbook today.

The students took an evening cruise
on a multilevel paddlewheel-style
boat on the Potomac, complete with
live music. South Dakota Youth Tour
students continue the tradition of a river
cruise today aboard the Cherry Blossom.

For Larsen, though, the most
important part of Youth Tour was
the people he met. One of them was
John Nordlie of Sioux Falls, a young
photographer who worked with the
Argus Leader and later attended
Augustana College.

The two became friends during the
trip and stayed in contact after returning
home.

“We stayed friends after we got back,”
he said. “I was in his wedding party
when he got married. He was in my
wedding party when I got married.”

For the next several years, Larsen
stayed close to the life he knew,
working in dairy and welding. Nordlie,
meanwhile, developed an interest in
pipe organs. In 1983, he called Larsen
and asked if he wanted to come work
for him building organs for cathedrals
and music halls.

Larsen agreed, bringing his experience
as a welder, machinist and mechanical
problem-solver into a trade he had never
expected to enter. He spent the next 20
years working with Nordlie and became
deeply involved in the mechanics of
organ construction.

His work eventually went far
beyond basic fabrication. Larsen built
components, developed specialty tools
and designed machinery for organ
builders. One machine he created
transformed a wire-bending process
that had taken workers several minutes
per piece, allowing them to produce
several pieces per minute. Other
tools he built ended up with organ
companies elsewhere in the United
States and overseas.

'The work also took Larsen far
beyond southeastern South Dakota.
Over the years, he traveled throughout
the country and to Japan, worked

on historic instruments and helped
construct and restore pipe organs

in churches, museums and other
settings. More than four decades after
entering the trade, he is still involved in
restoration work.

Looking back, Larsen can draw a
direct line from the Youth Tour trip to
the career that followed. Without the
trip, he may never have met Nordlie.
Without that friendship, the call
inviting him into organ building may
never have come.

“It meant a lot to me to be able to go
on that trip,” Larsen said. “It changed
me from a dairy farmer to a pipe organ
builder.”

More than 50 years later, Larsen still
has the scrapbook his mother kept from
the trip, along with the signed lobster bib
awnd other reminders of that week in
Washington. But the most lasting thing
he brought home was the friendship that,
years later, opened the door to a life he

never could have planned.

Marty Larsen and his wife, Barbara.
Photo by Frank Turner

Interested in attending Youth Tour?

Contact your local electric cooperative to
learn more about the application process.
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2026 BUS TOUR

Shannan Steele
shannans@bhec.coop

In September, Black Hills Electric Cooperative members visited
Dry Fork Station, located seven miles north of Gillette, Wyoming,.
The coal-fired power plant is owned by Basin Electric Power
Cooperative, a consumer-owned regional cooperative based in
Bismarck, North Dakota. Basin Electric generates and transmits
electricity to 141 rural electric systems across nine states, including
Colorado, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico,
North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming, serving about three
million member-owners.

Dry Fork Station is fueled by sub-bituminous coal from the nearby
Dry Fork Mine, which is connected to the plant by a one-mile
conveyor system. Using pulverized coal technology and advanced
pollution control measures, Dry Fork Station operates with
minimal emissions. The facility also hosts the Wyoming Integrated
Test Center and the Wyoming CarbonSAFE project, both of which
focus on advancing carbon capture technologies.

Electricity at Dry Fork Station is generated by heating water to
create steam, which spins a turbine connected to a generator. This ~ Coleman K. enjoyed learning about where his power
process is common among coal, oil, natural gas and nuclear plants, comes from at Basin's Dry Fork Station.

although plant designs and operations vary. Dry Fork Station uses

a closed-loop water-to-steam cycle, with makeup water added as needed. Thanks to dry cooling technology, the
station is also a zero-discharge facility.

Most of the electricity generated is transmitted through 125 miles of 230,000-volt transmission lines to
substations in northeast Wyoming, where it connects to the larger transmission grid.
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2026 BUS TOUR

From playing bingo on the way to the mine to touring the facilities, the day was filled with fun, learning
and camaraderie. Members enjoyed hearing from employees of both Basin Electric and Dry Fork Mine, who
shared their knowledge and provided a behind-the-scenes look at how electricity is generated and the work
involved in powering our communities.

It was a great day spent with our members, and we appreciate everyone who joined us. Attendees shared that
they enjoyed the experience and found the information valuable. We look forward to continuing this annual
opportunity and seeing everyone on next year’s tour.

This annual trip is free for members. Sign-up information is available at the Annual Meeting and in the

July issue of Cooperative Connections. Space is limited and available on a first-come, first-served basis, with
priority given to members who have not attended a previous tour.

JOIN US IN 2027!
SEPTEMBER 8, 2027!
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NOV. 7

Wine, Cheese & Chocolate

Deadwood,SD

To have your event

listed on this page, send
complete information,
including date, event,
place and contact to your
local electric cooperative.
Include your name,
address and daytime
telephone number.
Information must be
submitted at least eight
weeks prior to your
event. Please call ahead
to confirm date, time and
location of event.

OCT. 31

Hill City Main Street
Merchant Trick-or-Treat
3-5p.m.

Hill City, SD

OCT. 31

Merchant Trick-or-Treat
4-6 p.m.

Hot Springs, SD

NOV. 1

Kadoka Holiday Festival
10 a.m.-4 p.m. (MST)
Lunch 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Kadoka, SD
605-488-0151

NOV. 6-8
Hill City Girlfriends’ Weekend
Hill City, SD

NOV. 7

Roast Beef Supper

& Live Auction

5p.m.

Fairburn Community Ctr. Bazaar
Fairburn, SD

605-255-4807

. Yl—‘\
‘et N .

NOV. 7

Black Hills Meat Fest

Free Admission

Central States Fairgrounds
Nerdy Nuts Expo Hall

Rapid City, SD
Facebook.com/BlackHillsMeatFest

NOV. 7

Northern Hills Veterans
Appreciation Fair - We've got
Your Six

10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Doors Open 9:30 a.m.

Sturgis Community Center
Sturgis, SD

605-645-3719

NOV. 14-15
Zonta Holiday Craft
& Vendor Show
Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Ramkota Hotel
Pierre, SD

NOV. 21

Hill City Christmas Tree Lighting

Hill City, SD

NOV. 21

Lille Norge Fest
8a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Canyon Lake Activity Center
2900 Canyon Lake Dr.
Rapid City, SD
borgundlodge.org

NOV. 21
Evergreen Bazaar
9a.m.-2 p.m.
Eras Event Center
Hill City, SD

NOV. 27 (THRU JAN)
Trees & Trains Exhibit

S.D. State Railroad Museum
Hill City, SD

NOV. 27
Snacks With Santa
2-4 p.m.

Hill City Center
Hill City, SD

NOV. 27

Olde Tyme Christmas Parade
6 p.m.

Main Street

Hill City, SD

NOV. 27

Olde Tyme Christmas
Participating Businesses
Hill City, SD

NOV. 27-28

Kris Kringle Vendor Fair
Fri. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Hill City High School
Hill City, SD

DEC. 4-5

Christmas in the Hills
Mueller Civic Center
Hot Springs, SD
951-591-2335

Note: We publish contact
information as provided. If
no phone number is given,
none will be listed. Please call
ahead to verify the event is
still being held.





