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CYBERSECURITY MONTH

Protecting the

People We Power

As the leaves begin to change and we settle
into the routines of fall, it’s a good time to
take stock of a few things around the house—
preparing for cooler weather, checking our
heating systems and getting ready for the
months ahead. It’s also a good time to refresh

our cybersecurity habits.

October is National Cybersecurity
Awareness Month, but protecting your

Jeff Barnes personal information is something that
Technology Specialist deserves attention all year long.
jbarnes@bhec.coop At Black Hills Electric Cooperative,

cybersecurity is a critical part

of providing safe, reliable
electric service. While
much of our focus is

on protecting the
physical systems that
operate the electric

grid, we also work to
protect the systems

and information

that help us serve
you—including online
accounts, payment
systems, member portals

and outage communications.

Unfortunately, scammers are
becoming more sophisticated, too. Artificial
intelligence (Al) is making it easier for cyber
criminals to create convincing emails, text
messages, websites and even voice messages
that can look and sound legitimate. The
FBI has warned that generative Al can
make fraudulent schemes more believable
by eliminating many of the errors that once

helped us identify a scam.

A scammer may impersonate Black
Hills Electric Cooperative and claim your
account is past due, your service is about to
be disconnected, or you need to make an

immediate payment. The message might
even include our logo, use professional-
looking language or direct you to a
website that appears legitimate. With Al
helping scammers create more convincing
communications, simply looking for
spelling mistakes or other obvious warning
signs may no longer be enough. And these
scams are not a small problem.

According to the Federal Trade
Commission, consumers reported losing
$3.5 billion to imposter scams in 2025,

making these types of scams the most
commonly reported type of fraud.
Nearly one in three fraud reports
involved an imposter scam.

So, what should you do if
you receive an unexpected
message claiming to be
from Black Hills Electric
Cooperative?

If a message creates a
sense of urgency or threatens
immediate disconnection, take
a moment to verify it. Don’t
click the link or call the phone
number provided in the message.
Instead, contact Black Hills Electric
Cooperative directly using our trusted
methods. You can reach us by phone at
800-742-0085 or 605-673-4461 or email
us at bhec@bhec.coop.

You can also take steps to protect your
online accounts before a scam occurs.
Start with your password. Longer is
generally better than simply adding more
special characters. Choose a long, unique
passphrase that is difficult for others to
guess, and don’t reuse the same password
across multiple accounts.

(continued on page 6)
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CO-OP NEWS

You can find unclaimed capital credits A - L on pages 7, 10, and 11. M - Z will be
posted in November's edition.




THINK SAFETY

SAFETY IS
ALWAYS IN
SEASON

Fall hunting is a core memory treasured by many in South
Dakota. It’s a family and friend tradition that should be kept safe.
This is your caring reminder to stay safe and enjoy a great hunt
this season.

Simple Safety Rules for All Hunters

e Watch for posted warning signs and stay clear of electrical
equipment.

* Do not shoot at or near power lines or insulators.

e Know where power lines and equipment are located on the
land you hunt.

*  Be careful in wooded areas where power lines may not be
easy to see.

* Do not place deer stands on utility poles or climb poles;
energized lines can shock or kill you.

* Do not place decoys on power lines or other utility
equipment; they can block lines and create hazards for
crews.

Pheasant hunting often takes place in open fields with
hedgerows and grassy strips, while dove hunting centers on fast,
aerial crossings across agricultural landscapes. In both scenarios,
lines may be hidden by trees or tall grass, especially near field edges
and canal banks. Staying alert in these transition zones reduces the
risk of an accidental encounter with electrical infrastructure.

Practical Rules for Pheasant and Dove Hunts

*  DPlan ahead: Check maps or ask landowners where lines and
equipment are located.

*  Keep a safe distance: Stay away from overhead and buried
lines near fields and edges.

*  Hunt with a partner: A second person can help spot
hazards.

e Speak up about hazards: If you see lines or equipment, treat
it as a hazard and avoid the area.

*  Follow rules: Respect any posted electrical safety warnings
or access restrictions.

e Share safety: Tell fellow hunters and guests about these tips.
Why These Safety Tips Matter

Power lines conduct large amounts of electricity and contact
with lines or equipment can cause serious injury or death.
Maintaining distance, avoiding contact with poles or lines, and not
placing gear on equipment are effective practices that protect you,
your hunting partners, and the line workers who keep power on.

Your electric cooperative remains committed to safe hunting.
We encourage members to stay informed about local electrical
safety rules and to know line locations on the lands they hunt.
If you encounter hazards, report them right away so they can be
addressed. Sharing these safety practices help create a culture of
safety that benefits everyone.

"Don't dig or fly
kites by wires!"

Seth Raak, age 7

Seth cautions readers to not dig or fly kites around
power lines. That is great advice, Seth! Thank you!
Seth's parents are Nathaniel and Katie Raak, members
of Central Electric Cooperative.

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to
your local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3).
If your poster is published, you'll receive a prize. All entries
must include your name, age, mailing address and the
names of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.
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SWEDISH PANCAKES

Ingredients:

1.5 cups flour, sifted

3 tbsps. sugar

1/2 tsp. salt

3 eggs

2 cups milk

2 tbsps. butter, melted

Method

Sift together flour, sugar and salt.
Beat in 3 eggs until thick and piled
softly. Beat in milk and butter until
blended.

Lightly grease griddle with butter.
For each pancake, spoon about

1 tbsp. of batter on skillet. Cook
over medium heat until lightly
brown on each side.

Lois J. Larson
Clay-Union Electric

CREAM CHEESE
CUPCAKES

Ingredients:

1 box chocolate cake mix,
prepared

1 (8 0z.) package cream cheese

1/3 cup sugar

1egg

Dash of salt

1 (6 oz.) package chocolate chips

1 can cream cheese frosting

Method

Mix cake mix according to package
directions. Fill cupcake liners 1/2
full. mix the cream cheese with
the sugar. Beat in egg and salt,
then add chocolate chips. Drop

a teaspoonful of cream cheese
mixture into each cupcake. Bake
as directed on package. Frost with
cream cheese frosting when cool.

Elaine Rieck
Southeastern Electric

RECIPE CORRECTION
THE BEST APPLE CRISP

Ingredients:

6 cups sliced apples
1 1/2 cups white sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
6 tbsp. flour
Topping
(makes enough for two pans)
2 cups flour
2 cups brown sugar
2 cups soft butter
1 tsp. baking powder
3 cups oatmeal

Method

Mix ingredients in a bowl and
place in a 9x12 glass baking dish.
Mix topping ingredients together
until crumbly and sprinkle over
apple mixture. Don't pack.

Bake at 350 F for 1 hour or until
apples are done.

Ginny Jensen
Sioux Valley Energy

IT

CHOCOLATE ZUCCHINI
CAKE

Ingredients:

2 cups all-purpose flour

3/4 cup unsweetened cocoa
powder

2 tsps. baking soda

1/2 tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. espresso powder
(optional)

1/2 tsp. salt

1 cup canola or vegetable oil

1 cup granulated sugar

3/4 cup brown sugar, packed

4 large eggs, room temperature

1/3 cup sour cream or Greek
yogurt, room temperature

2 tsps. vanilla

3 cups shredded zucchini
(about 3 medium)

1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips

Method

Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease
two 9x2 inch cake pans (make
sure they're at least 2 inches high
or one bundt pan)

Whisk the flour, cocoa powder,
baking soda, baking powder,
espresso powder (if using) and
salt together in a large bowl.

In another large bowl using a
handheld or stand mixer, beat the
oil, granulated sugar, brown sug-
ar, eggs, sour cream, vanilla and
zucchini together until combined.
Pour dry ingredients into the wet
ingredients and beat on medium
speed until completely combined.
Beat in chocolate chips. Batter will
be thick.

Pour batter evenly into cake pans.
Bake for around 25-32 minutes
for round pans; 45 minutes for
bundt pans or 9x13 pan; 18-22
minutes for cupcakes (24-30 cup-
cakes). To test doneness, insert a
toothpick into the center of cake.
If it comes out clean, it is done.

Ginny Jensen
Sioux Valley Energy

Please send your favorite recipes to your
local electric cooperative (address found
on Page 3). Each recipe printed will be
entered into a drawing for a prize in
December 2026. All entries must include
your name, mailing address, phone
number and cooperative name.




CYBERSECURITY MONTH

(continued from page 2)

If the accounts you access online offer multifactor authentication (MFA), consider using it. MFA adds
an extra layer of protection by requiring an additional way to verify your identity, such as a code sent to

your phone or an authentication
app. Your SmartHub account with
Black Hills Electric Cooperative
can use MFA. To enable this on
a web browser, go to settings and
choose Two-Factor Authentication
and select the Enable Two-Factor
Authentication check box. You will
have the option to use Text Message
(SMS), Email, or An Authenticator
app. If you are enabling MFA on
the SmartHub mobile app choose
Settings on the left and then
Security Settings, then you will see
Two-Factor Authentication which
will give you the same options as
buttons instead of a drop down.
The most secure option is the
Authenticator app, but enabling

any of these options is an increase in security for your account.

Most importantly, remember that
you don’t have to make a payment
simply because someone tells you
that you have to. We want you to
have an opportunity to verify any
unexpected request.

Black Hills Electric Cooperative
is committed to protecting the
systems that help us deliver your
electricity and serve our members.
You can help by protecting your
own account, slowing down when
something seems urgent and
contacting us directly when you're
unsure.

For questions about your account
or payment options, contact Black
Hills Electric Cooperative at
800-742-0085 or 605-673-4461 or
email us at bhec@bhec.coop.




UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITS

DO WE OWE YOU MONEY?

THIS FOLLOWING LIST CONTAINS the names of former Black Hills Electric Cooperative members whose capital credit
checks have not been cashed or were returned to us. Please review the list and if you know anyone listed, or his or her
heirs, please contact BHEC at 605-673-44610r 800-742-0085. M-Z will be published in the November edition.

AABERG, JOHN D.

AARON, PLUEMJIT

ABELN, AMY

ABELS, DUANE E.

ADAMS, LARRY

ADAMS, WILLB.

ADAMSON, JUANITA ESTATE
ADUDDELL, MARY J.

AKAM, EVERETT H/ALICE L.
ALEXANDER, DAVID W./BARBARA L.
ALEXANDER, GARY

ALLEN, MATTHEW/BECKY
ALLGIER, MATT

ALTSTIEL, MARSHA/STEVE W.
AMAN, ALBERT

AMDAHL, ARVID

AMERICAN EQUITIES/TIMBER LODGE
ANDERSON, ALAN
ANDERSON, DARRELL C.
ANDERSON, DAVID
ANDERSON, GLENN/BETTY
ANDERSON, JAY/BETTY
ANDERSON, JON/MELANIE
ANDERSON, LOUISE A.
ANDERSON, MICKEY
ANDERSON, SCOTT L/LINDA J.
ANDERSON, STEVET./CHERIE
ANEMARIE'SB&B LTD
ARTHUR, CAROL

ASHLEY, WILLIAM

ASKEY, THOMASE.

AT&T BUILDING OPERATIONS
AUCHENBAUGH, DALE ESTATE

BACH, STEVE/CARA

BACKES, CHRIS/WENDY
BAILEY, ANDREW/TINA M.
BAILEY, DAVID L/ROBIN L.
BAKER, RAYMOND L./CODY M
BAKER, RONALD

BALDWIN, ELIZABETH

BALES, ROBIN S/ELIZABETH H.
BALLENGEE, EDWARD/CINDY
BALLING, RICHARD/MARGARET A.
BALT, THELMA L

BANGS, PHILIP/LAUREL
BANKS, FRANCES

BARBER, THOMAS H.
BARBOUR, JASON

BARBOUR, JUDITH ESTATE

BARLOW, JOHN F/ANNEW.
BARNES, DEBBIE

BARNES, RICHARD L.

BARR, KEVIN/LISA

BARRETT, ROBERT/FLORA M.
BARROWS, BRADLEY D./NANCY J.
BARTON, PATRICIA A.
BAUMAN, DAVID F/SANDI
BAUMBERGER, GINA
BAYMAN, SANDRA/DONALD
BAYSINGER, BARBARA
BEACH, MYRON L/KATHY L.
BEARDSLEY, GLENN

BEAT, DOLORES A.

BEAVER, ROBERT/NICHOLE
BECK, VICKI M.

BECKWITH, MARY ESTATE
BEEMAN, DAVID ESTATE
BEEN, DAVID B/ELIZABETH
BELL, ALAN L.

BELL, JOANNC.

BENNETT, BELVA J.

BENNETT, MARKJ.

BENNETT, MARK S/KAROL J.
BENSON, CHRIS

BENSON, LANCEE.

BENSON, MICHEAL/BILLIE
BENTLEY, MARY E.

BERKNER, LAVERNE L/JOAN M.
BERMAN, KATHY

BERNARD, SHEILA

BERRY, KIMBERLY J.

BERRY, MICHAEL J.

BERRY, ROBERTE.

BERTSCH, BRANDON

BEYER, LUTHER R/LINDA
BILBERRY, GREGORY

BISSON, BARB

BLACKHILLS OUTFITTING CO
BLACK, CAROLA.
BLACKWELL, BEVERLY
BLAZEY, MATT/SALLI

BLOCK, RALPH
BLOOM-LENNOX, KAY F. ESTATE
BLUMENTHAL, ROBERT
BOADWINE, KAREN M.
BOEKHOUT, C. M/MAXINE Z.
BORCHARDT, RAY
BORDEAUX, LUCIN
BOULWARE, KEVIN

BOWAR, ROMAN J./JANICE S.
BOWERS, BETTY

BRAND, GARY S.

BRAUNSTEIN, BETTY
BREAM, JERALD D./DOTTIE
BREKHUS, BETH/MICHAEL
BRENNER, GLENN

BRENT, STEVE

BRIELS, TRACIE

BRIGHT, MATTHEW/PAMELA
BRINCKS, JOSEPH S./NICOLE
BRINK, KEITH

BRITT, JOHN/KRISTIN
BROCKMAN, MARK

BRUCE, JERRY D.
BRUDNYAK, LASZLO
BRUSH, WILLIAM D.
BRUSSE, ALICE ESTATE
BRYANT, RICHARD/WANDA
BUBAC, DUANE J/BARBARA
BUCHELE, ROBERT/BETTY
BULLARD, GERALD
BUNKOWSKE, KATHY

BURD, LEE R/RICHARD A.
BURDOCKVOL FIRE DEPT
BURK, ANN

BURKART, NEIL/CONNIE
BURNS, DANIEL/CLAUDIA
BURNS, MARTY/WENDY
BUSETTI, MIKE/CANDY
BUTTERFIELD, WILLIAM J.
BUYS, KELLY/DANIEL

CAMDEN, JACK

CAMERON, DANIEL/LOUISE
CAMERON, SCOTT/JAYNA
CAMERON, TARA

CANETE, DAN ESTATE
CANNADY, BARB

CARDOZA, JESUS
CARLETON, RANDY/SHARON
CARLSON, JOHN A/MYNDE
CARTER, BOBBY/MARLYNN
CASE, CHRISTINE
CASEY,BETTY A.

CASEY, MARY H.

CEYNOWA, TIMOTHY/CAROL
CHANT, RODGER

CHAUSSEE, STEVEN/DENISE
CHAYKA, TIM

CHECKER ELECTRICINC
CHILDS, MARCELLE ESTATE
CHRISTENSEN, MICHAEL
CHRISTENSEN, RONALD/NANCY

CHRISTIANSON, PATRICIA
CHURCH, EL/JACQUELIINE
CHURCH, W.TODD
CLAAR, CURTIS/CARRIE
CLARK, CAROL A.
CLARK, DOROTHY L.
CLARK, JAMESE.
CLARK, JERALD/SUSAN
CLARK, MITCHELL
CLAUSER, WILLIAM H.
CLAYMORE, ELRAD.
CLAYTON, DR. THOMAS G/BARBARA A.
CLEMENTS, RAYMOND JR.
CLIFFORD, CHAD/MELONIE
CLUVER, ROBERT M./DIANE
COLBATH, GARY G/MICHELLER.
COLBY,GARYR.
COLE, DAVID
COLE, DAVIDT.
COLE, GARRY L.
COLLINGWOOD, DAISY L.
COLLINS, CLIFFORD ESTATE
COLLINS, LEE J/PATRICIA
COLLINS, SAMG.
COLWELL, FLOYD/ARLENE
COLWELL, RICHARD/KRISTEN
COMBS, GARY
COMMET, JAMES J/KELLY M
COMP, ALLEN G/KELLEY M.
CONLEY, CHARLES JR/ROBERTA
CONLON, DONNIEJ.
CONRAD, KEITH
COOK, BERLYN J.
COOK, MARK W./WENDY R.
COPPEDGE, PATRICIA L.
COPPES, BRIAN
COPPESS, JENNIFER J.
COREY, RALPH E/MARTA J.
CORNER STONE SCHOOL

Ly EARLBELDEN
CORSINI, ROBERT A/MICHELE
CRAGOE, RON/BARB
CRAWFORD, ARLENESS.
CRAWFORD, JAMES
CRAWFORD, MIKE/SABRENA
CREIGHTON, DOUGLASR.
CULLUM, SHALA
CUNNINGHAM, JAMES/KAREN
CUNNINGHAM, WAYNE A/MICHELLE R.
CUNY, FRANCISL.
CUNY, HEATHER

(continued on page 10)




THE PATCH

Frank Turner
frank.turner@sdrea.coop

South Dakota Pumpkin Patches Offer
Plenty of Reasons to Get Outside this Fall

Cooler air, changing leaves and the

that lasts just a couple of months but
search for the perfect pumpkin all mark requires work throughout the year.
“The property is kind of a full-time,

year-round job,” Jones said.
The orchard has been around for more

the arrival of the autumn season. Across
South Dakota, fall weekends bring families
to farms and orchards for corn mazes,
apple picking and hayrides.

But putting together a few weeks of
fall fun takes months of work behind the

scenes.

than 30 years, and Jones is six years into
owning the operation. Since taking over,

added many of the attractions that now
make up the orchard’s fall festival.

'The season opens Sept. 4 and runs
through October, beginning with apple
picking in September before pumpkins
take center stage in October. Weekend

Pumpkin patches and orchards are
preparing to welcome visitors for another
season of pumpkins, games and family
traditions.

Country Apple Orchard -
Harrisburg, S.D.

By the time visitors arrive at Country .
new this year, fresh-cut flowers.

Country Apple Orchard is also

a member of Southeastern Electric

Apple Orchard near Harrisburg, owner
Greg Jones and his crew have already
brought in three semi loads of straw bales
and about 6,000 bushels of corn.

It’s all part of preparing for a fall season

Cooperative, which helps power the
operation through the busy fall season.
Keeping everything running takes about

he has expanded the pumpkin patches and

festivities include zip lines, apple cannons,
hay bale mazes, corn mazes, corn pits and,

Lucas Hartshorn, owner of Lil' Harvester's Pumpkin Patch,
and his family opening the patch for last year's fall season.
Photo submitted by Lucas Hartshorn

60 seasonal employees. Once the crowds
disappear, that workforce drops to Jones
and one other worker.

The effort appears to keep families
coming back.

“They love coming out and they come
out multiple times,” Jones said, adding
that some families with season passes

Pumpkins grow in the field at Lil' Harvester's
Pumpkin Patch near Rapid City.
Photo submitted by Lucas Hartshorn




PUMPKIN PATCHES

return nearly every weekend throughout
the season.

Mazing Acres - Yankton, S.D.

What started as a small family project
has grown into roughly 35 acres of fall
festivities outside Yankton.

Scott and Molly Nedved opened
Mazing Acres with their family in 2020.
At the time, the idea was to create a small
hobby farm that could teach their children
the value of hard work while giving the
community something new to enjoy.

“It’s grown more than we thought it
would,” Molly laughed.

Today, Mazing Acres, a member of Bon
Homme Yankton Electric Association,
includes six acres of pumpkins, a five-acre
corn maze, a flower patch and several
attractions. Visitors can take a hayrack
ride, watch pig races, play in the corn pit
or try the apple cannons.

'The corn maze, sponsored by First
Dakota National Bank, changes design
each year. For 2026, the design celebrates
the nation’s 250th anniversary.

Although the festival lasts only several
weekends, planning starts almost as soon
as the previous season ends. The family
reviews what worked, attends industry

Visitors of all ages can find something to
enjoy at Mazing Acres near Yankton,
including the farm'’s giant slides.

Photo submitted by Molly Nedved

A family poses for a photo in the giant pumpkin chair at Mazing Acres.

conferences and selects the next year’s
pumpkin varieties in late fall. By August,
Scott said preparing the farm becomes “an
all-day affair every day until we open.”

Visitors will notice a few changes
this year. Saturday hours are being
extended until 8 p.m., allowing families
to experience the farm after dark, and a
new tiny-town area will feature themed
playhouses for younger children.

Mazing Acres opens Sept. 19 and runs
through Halloween.

“We want to be something for every

age,” Molly said. “Not just for the kids.”

Lil' Harvester's Pumpkin Patch -
Rapid City, S.D.

At Lil’ Harvester’s Pumpkin Patch south
of Rapid City, the Hartshorn family’s fall
tradition started in 2013 with pumpkins
planted by hand.

Since then, owner Lucas Hartshorn said
the patch has grown to about 11 acres.

Hartshorn started the pumpkin patch
with his parents, Lyle and Donna, after his
father retired. The family wanted a way to
keep farming while creating an event they
could enjoy with their children.

“We were looking for something to do
with the kids in the fall,” Hartshorn said.

At the time, pumpkin patches were
harder to find around Rapid City. After

Photo submitted by Molly Nedved

visiting one themselves, the family decided
they could create a similar experience on
their own farm.

Each year brought something new.
Planting pumpkins by hand eventually
gave way to a planter, while the patch
grew to include a petting zoo, bounce
houses, wagon rides, a sandbox and
other activities.

Lil’ Harvester’s, a member of
Black Hills Electric Cooperative, also
opens during the week for school
field trips, where students get a closer
look at agriculture. Hartshorn said
demonstrations may focus on pumpkins
or the differences between sweet corn,
field corn and popcorn, including how
each is grown. For Hartshorn, that mix
of farming, education and family time
remains at the heart of the patch.

“They get to come out to the farm and
learn something,” Hartshorn said.

Across South Dakota, there are several
more pumpkin patches and fall festivities
similar to those put on by Country
Apple Orchard, Mazing Acres and Lil’
Harvester’s Pumpkin Patch. Whether
it’s a small hobby farm or a dedicated
agritourism operation, each one offers its
own take on fall traditions that continue
to draw families back year after year.




UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITS

(continued from page 7)

CUNY, SHARONF.
CUSTERRANCH LLC

DAKOTA CRAFT INC
DALPIAZ, JOSEPH/KATHY
DANDREA, REBECCA/MARK
DANGEL TRAIL & COACH
DANLEY, PATRICK E. ESTATE
DAVEY, MARLIN E.

DAVIS, GENE/MICHELLE
DAVIS, HAZEL/DON

DAVIS, RICK/JOANNE
DAVIS, WILLIAM/MISTY
DAY, MARY M.

DECKER, KATHRYN M.
DEGEN, DIANNE ESTATE
DEHAVEN, AMY L.
DELDUCA, MIKE/DIANE
DEMARS, PATRICK D/MARLA
DENKIM INC.

DEPATIE, DAVID A.

DEPUE, GLENN/MARIAN
DERIFIELD, JOANNA/TRACY
DERIFIELD, TERA M/MERLE
DESARRO, JOSEPHE.
DETERMAN, DIANE
DETERMAN, KEVIN J.
DEVINS, JOHN/MARIE
DEXTER, ROSS ESTATE
DICKEN, BARBARA I.

DIETZ, KENNETH O/BARBARA A.
DILLEY, JARED

DILORETO, SUSAN A.
DIMOND, MICHAEL D.
DISHMAN, S.R.

DIXON, GIDEON H.

DODWELL, BRIAN J/DONNETTES.

DOERNER, DOROTHY ESTATE
DOHN, JEANETTE F. ESTATE
DONG, LIH.

DONNELLY, CHARLES E.
DONOHOE, MICHAEL/LAURIE
DOSCH, RONALD ESTATE
DOUGHTY, BONNIE

DOUGLAS, JAMES M.
DOWNEN, PAULA M.

DOWTY, EARL

DOYLE, TONJA

DRABEK, DR GREGG A/ELLEN B.
DRAKE, TIMOTHY M.

DRAVES, ORIN
DRUCKENMILLER, DAWN/BRIAN
DRURY, CAROL A/JOHN H.
DUDGEON, LEE E. ESTATE
DUEKER, LEE J/TRISHA L.
DUFFY, MARVIN G./ROPINA

DUMIRE, JERRY/KIM
DUNHAM, ANITA/JOHN J.
DUNWORTH, BERDELL ESTATE

EAGLE BEAR, SETH/IMOGENE
EATHERTON, ERIC/BRENDA
EBY, KEN (JAMES)
EDGECOMB, RAY R/SHIRLEY
EDGERTON, DEBRA J.
EDWARDS, JOHN

EGGE, TERRY J.

EHRET, BERTHA

EINSPAHR, LARRY ESTATE
EISENBEISZ, PEGGY
EISENBRAUN, JOBETH/JASON
EITEMILLER, BARBARA
ELKHAVEN

ELLINGSON, S. D/DOROTHY
ELLIOTT, CARLY/R.J.

ELLIS, BETTE L. ESTATE
ELLISON, RICHARD/MARY
ELROD, CHARLES

EMELE, WILLIAMMARGARET
ENDERS, PATRICIA
ENGBERG, O. L.

ENGLER, JOSEPHP.
ENGSTROM, BILLC.

ENSOR, FRANK P/LYNN J.
ERB, DEAN

ERICKSON, CARLY/TIMOTHY
EVANS, JOND.SR.

EVANS, ROY A/LIINDA L.
EWERT, DOROTHY 1.

EWING, DEAN E/MARY L.
EYERMANN, THOMAS/LYNN

FAHEY, JIM

FAHEY, KALLIE

FAISON, CHARLES G/KATHERINE A.
FANNING, RUBY

FARRAR, DEBRA

FARRAR, ROBERT G./DEBRA
FASONE, JIMMY

FAST HORSE, HAZEL
FASTWOLF, GLORIA
FASTWOLF, TODD E. ESTATE
FEDERAL LAND BANK
FERGUSON, JANICE M.
FICKEN, DOROTHY A. ESTATE
FIFERMAN, DR. LESLIE/GINA
FILE, BROOKE/LANCE
FISCHER, WILLIAM/KAREN
FISH, DENIS M.

FITE, EVERETTE/DARLENE
FITZGIBBON, LYNN A.
FLAHERTY, MARGARET P.

FLANAGAN, KATHLEEN F.
FLANAGAN, RANDY
FLEHARTY, LEE/AVIS M.
FLEMING, PATRICK/KARINA
FLEMING, PETERL.
FLETCHER-ASBURY, JOANN F.
FLYNN, DANIEL J.

FOSSUM, STEVE

FOSSUM, VIVIAN

FOX, JENNIFER/PATRICIA

FOX, JOHN R.ESTATE
FRANKLIN, WILLIAMW./LAURA
FRAZEE, JAMESW.

FRENCH, JOSHUA

FRICKE, ELLEN L/GERALD E.
FRIEDERICH, CHARLES/LOUISE
FRITTS, JAN

FROMM, DEB

FROST, NATALIE/STEVE
FUHRMANN, VICTOR/MICHELLE
FULLER, DAVID L.

FULLMER, EDWARD F/JENNIFER M.

GAEDE, GARY

GAFFANEY, JOANN H.
GALAXY CABLEVISION
GALLANT, DAVID
GALLENTINE, JERRY/SHIRLEY
GANTENBEIN, VICKIE L.
GARCIA, KAREN L/RAFAEL
GARDINER, JAMES C.
GARRISON, JAMES

GATES, CHERYL W/JERRY C.
GATZKE, TAMARA

GEIGER, VERNON/DOROTHY
GEISSLER, PAUL/BETTY
GEITZ, RANDY

GERDES, LAMERLE ESTATE
GERLACH, RICHARD G./GLENYS
GERRIETS, JASON/JILL

GETZ, LUCILLE

GHENTS, JAMES F/CHRISTINA L.
GIAMMONA, PHILIP
GIBBONS, KIMBERLY K.
GILBERTSON, JACKIE
GILLISPIE, RHONDA/W. L.
GLOVER FAMILY TRUST
GLOVER, ERIN/BETH

GOBEN, REGINNA L.
GOEDERT, NICK

GOERGEN, CARL/MARIAN
GOGOLIN, WANDA

GOLD, LARRY/SUSAN
GOMEZ, MIGUEL/ESTHER
GONZALEZ, MARTIN
GOODTIME ENTERPRISES INC
GOODHUE, ALAN/LOIS
GOODSELL, JUANITA M.

GOODSELL, RUSSELL ESTATE
GOURDE, DARRIN

GRAHAM, ROBERTT.

GRANT, ANN L.

GRAVEMAN, THOMAS E/SHEILA J.
GRAVNING, JILL

GRAY, SHELLY

GRAYSAY, LORIEN B

GREEN, JUSTIN L/MELANIE
GREINER, JEFFREY/RITA
GRESS, RAY

GRIFFIN, JOHN E/KATHRYN L.
GRIFFITH, JEFF/PATTY
GRIMM, ELAINE/BRYAN
GRISEL, H. L.

GRUBHAM, CATHY
GRUENEWALD, WADE/MINDY
GUDITH, RIM E/SHERI
GUNSALUS, WADE

GUSINSKY, ROBERT

HACKER, JOHN

HAGEL, GREGORY D.

HAGEN, DORIS V.

HAGEN, VERNON

HAGENSON, LEO

HALL, FRANKJJ.

HALL, JEROME ESTATE
HAMILTON, BRUCE/DEBBIE
HAMM, BART

HAMM, DELORES C.

HAMMETT, MELODY L/JEREMY S.
HAMRICK, BABS

HAN, KENNETH N/HELEN
HANCE, CAROLYN

HANSEN, ILA M.

HANSEN, JAMES

HANSEN, LOEL

HANSEN, TERESA

HANSON, AMBER

HANSON, BRENT D./KRISTINE M.
HANSON, DYLANT/JENNIFER
HANSON, RAYMOND S.

HARGIS, LARRY/MICHELLE
HARMON, STEVE/CINDY
HARRINGTON, HARVEY A/KRISTINE M.
HARRINGTON, JUDY

HARRIS, TIMOTHY/ELAINE
HART, GREG/MARCIA
HARTINGER, RICH

HARTLAND, ROLLAND/CONSTANCE
HARTLE, ED

HARTLEY CONSTRUCTION
HARTY, MAXINE

HASEMAN, LARRY G.

HASS, MARK

HAST, TIMOTHY J.
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HATCHER, DONALD L/MARY J.
HATLEY, JOANNE

HAUGLUM, DOROTHY M.
HAUKAAS, DONALD

HAUX; SID R.ESTATE
HAVENER, MARY A.

HAWK, STEVE JR. ESTATE
HAXTON, RITA K/CLINTON
HEALEY, CLIFFORD/THELMA
HEDGES, LYNN S/BARBARA
HEERINGA, BRIAN/SHIRLEY
HEFFERNAN, THOMAS/M. K.
HEINRICH, BILL
HEINTZMAN, JILL M.

HEINZ, BILL

HEISER, TONI

HELD, BILL

HELLAND, PAUL M/LOISS.
HELM, LOUISE B.

HEMPLER, JAN/JULIA
HENDERSON, DORAR.
HENDERSON, GLENN
HENDRICKSEN, KRIS

HENKEL, PAUL/BARB

HENKLE, RICHARD H./LAURIE M.
HERSHEY, MARGIE/BROOKE
HERTEL, EUGENE H.

HEWITT, DAVID
HICKS-BEACH, EDWARD/BETTY
HICKSTEIN, RICHARD L/CORDELIA M.
HIDDEN VALLEY WATER ASSOC
HIGLEY, MICHAEL ESTATE
HILL, ALAN C.ESTATE

HILL, SAMUEL P/DIANE
HILLER, ELIZABETH

HIME, JOHN H.

HISEGA LODGE

HOBERT, RITA

HOCHHALTER, TRUDI
HOFFMAN, ALLEN
HOFSTETTER, DOROTHY D.
HOFTIEZER, BOB/LINDA
HOGAN, JOYLYNN/SPENCE
HOLMES, ARTIS/MARILYN
HOLWELL, JACKF.

HOMER, GWEN
HOOGESTRAAT, CAL

HOPPER, LYLE J.

HORNE, GARY/DORIS M.
HOSEK, DUANE

HOTALLING, DON R/SUSAN B.
HOUDYSHELL, BARRY G./JERI
HOUSER, DICK/SALLY W.
HOUSKA, JEFF M. ESTATE
HOUSLEY, KATHY

HOWARD, MILDRED F.
HOWARD, WILLIS G.

HOYER, BUTCH/SUSAN A.
HUBBARD, JANICE T. ESTATE

HUBBLE, DENNIS

HUBER, DAVE

HUEMOELLER, KEVEN

HUETTL, CLETE/DARLENE
HUFNUS, CARL

HUFNUS, MARY

HUGHART, RANDALL D. ESTATE
HUGHES, SUSAN M.
HUISENGA, DERICK/MELANIE
HUMPHRES, CAMERON D./CARLA
HUNTER, RACHELLE

HURST, SAM

HUSTON, KENNETH J.
HUTCHINSON, LEON/LORI
HUTTON, KEN

IT CORPORATION

JACKSON, LEANN M.
JAGOW, THOMAS ESTATE
JAMES, ROBERT/SUSAN
JAMNIK, FRANK J.
JANIS, OLIVER P,
JANS, BRAD
JANSEN, CALVIN D.
JARNAGIN, KATHRYN J.
JASSMANN, LEANDER A/HARRY P
JAUW, THEODORE
J-D RANCH OPERATING LLC

L5 JOHN HAMNER
JEFFRIES, ARDITHL.
JENSEN, DEE
JENSEN, MICHAEL/CAROLYN
JEPPESEN, MAVIS D.
JEPSEN, VICTOR K/RACHEL
JERKE, DOROTHY J.
JESTER, JIM L/LEAH
JOHENGEN, ENID R. ESTATE
JOHNSON DUGAN, GINA/ROBERT
JOHNSON, ADAM
JOHNSON, DENNIS/PEGGY
JOHNSON, DR. JANET M.
JOHNSON, GLEN H./CYNTHIA J.
JOHNSON, GUSTAV K.
JOHNSON, JAMES B. ESTATE
JOHNSON, LARRY
JOHNSON, MARY
JOHNSON, OWEN
JOHNSON, PAUL S/DONNA
JOHNSON, RODNEY K./KERI J.
JOHNSON, ROGER A/DEBORAH
JOHNSON, WADE/MARIE
JOHNSTON, ALBERT
JOLLEY, MARTIN L/JUNEE.
JONES, DONNA L.
JORGENSON, JAMES/TRACY

UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITS

JUNGCK, CARLE/ELLEN L.
JUNGERSEN, DAVID

KKS&MINC

KAISER, LAWRENCE

KAISER, TIMOTHY J/JAN
KANESKY, ED ESTATE
KANGAS, JAMES R.

KAUTZ, DOROTHY

KCEINC.

KEENEY, PHILLIP

KELLER, JAMES A. 1l

KELLEY, JOHN E/RHONDA
KELLEY, JOSHC.

KELLY, JOSEPH

KELLY, TOM/CARRIE

KEMPER, ERICKA

KENEFICK, MARK

KENNEDY, DARREN ESTATE
KENWORTHY, MONTY
KEPLER, PAMELA J.

KESSEL, ERAL E/JAYNEE.
KIENAST, WALLY E.

KIMBALL, MITCHELL

KIMES, VICKIE

KIMMEY, MARIE ESTATE
KINGERY, SAMUEL/LUCILLE
KINYON, EVA E/DANIEL
KISSER, MARVIN

KJERSTAD, ELNORIS ESTATE
KLEINSASSER, RON/ELAINE
KLIMOWSKI, BRIAN/BARBARA
KLINE, GARY

KLINE, O. H.

KLUG, ROBERT H./COLLEEN K.
KNAPP, DEBORAH M.
KNIGGE, STEVEN/PAULA
KNIGHT, KATHLEEN ESTATE
KNIGHT, RANDALL/KATHLEEN
KNOCK, CRAIG K. EStATE
KNODEL, STEVEN W./SHIRLEY
KNOWLES-SMITH, PETER
KOCH, RICHARD

KOEL, H. M/JANELLE

KOHN, ARTHUR O/MARA M.
KOKA, BARNABAS S.
KOLLEEN, C.H.

KORMENDY, DAVID

KORTH, TOM

KOSKELA, RAYMOND ESTATE
KROG, JAY

KROGSTAD, JILL

KRULIS, CHARLES J/PAULA
KRUSH, FRED JR.

KRUTSCH, HARLAN/HAZEL
KUCHENBECKER, MIKE/HOLLY
KUCZYNSKI, DAN

KUNNARI, DANIEL/DIANA

KUSIEK, MICHAEL

LAKE COUNTRY MARKETING
LANGE, LOUIS/ROSEBUD K.
LANNERD, SHAWN/MARY J.
LANPHEAR, BOBBI

LANPHER, BILL E/KAREN M.
LANTGEN, RICK

LAPOINTE, JACQUI

LARSH, DAVID ESTATE
LARSON, DENNIS D./VIRGINIA
LARSON, JASON P/DEBRA L.
LARSON, KEITH/JOYCE
LASHLEY, ULRIKE/TIMOTHY
LASS, WILLIAMVICKIE
LAUINGER, ROBERT/LORNA
LAW, MILTON J/MARY A.
LAWLER, JAMES/HOLLY
LAWRENCE, DANIEL P.
LAWRENCE, RICHARD E/SUSY
LAWSON, DALE R/KATHLEEN Z
LEE, DAVID/LISA

LEE, EDWARD O./BARBARA J.
LEFEBRE, LINDA

LEFEBRE, TONIA

LEHMANN, SARA

LEIER, TERRANCE

LEINGANG, KEVIN

LEIVESTAD, DEREK C./CLAIRE E.
LEMS, DAVID/ERIN

LEONARD, JULIE

LEWIS, GARY/LYNDA
LICKLIDER, DAWN ESTATE
LIDDLE, CHRISTINE/WAYNE
LIDMAN, LOYIS

LIMESTONE EXCAVATION
LIND, RINEY

LINGLE, FRANCESE.

LINN, JAMES L. ESTATE

LINT, JERRY

LITTLE, SUSIE

LIVERMORE, LEE/ROBYN
LMI/FREEDOM LIFE OUTREACH FAMILY CHURCH
LOBAN, ANDREW A.
LOCKMANN, MARVIN I
LOELAND INGVALDSE, OLAV
LOFTUS, DANIEL K/MARY
LONG, BRUCE/KAREN

LOVE, CLIFTON

LUDWIG, RAYMOND L/SHIRLEY
LUERS, GIL/DOT

LUFFMAN, HERMAN/PATRICIA
LUNDAY, DAVID/SHARON
LUTZ, DOUGLAS ESTATE
LYONS, DARRYL ESTATE

M-Z will be published in the
November edition.
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The Rise, Fall and Disappearance
of a South Dakota Ghost Town

Frank Turner
frank.turner@sdrea.coop

Beneath the waves of Lake Oahe lies
more than dead trees and walleye. Just
below the surface near Akaska sit the

remnants of LeBeau, an early 1900s

railroad town once filled with immense
promise and prosperity, whose story
is worthy of its own Wild West feature film.
For years, Caroline Thorsen has collected
the history of her great-grandfather,
Antoine Le Beau, and the town that bore
his name. Through Thorsen’s collection
and research by railroad historian Don
Hofsommer in “A Promise Broken: LeBeau
and the Railroad,” we can dive beneath the
waters of Lake Oahe and dredge up the
story of LeBeau’s dramatic rise and fall.

A French Fur Trader

The story of the ghost town of LeBeau
begins with Antoine Le Beau Sr., a French
fur trader whose journey in the mid-1800s
took him from France to Quebec, Canada,
then to St. Louis, Missouri and eventually
up the Missouri River to what is now
South Dakota.

“As I unfortunately did not know
[Antoine], T hope he is remembered as
being a brave gentleman who crossed the
ocean from France to come to America
and eventually become friends with the
Native Americans, married in Native
Tradition,” said Thorsen, Le Beau’s great-
granddaughter.

The woman Antoine married was Mary
Little Thunder, a member of the Two
Kettle Band of Sioux. Antoine himself was
later one of several Frenchmen adopted

into the Sioux Tribe at a Great Sioux
Council, where he was given the name
“Ogless,” or “Red Shirt.”

Le Beau worked with the American Fur
Company before establishing a trading post
along the Missouri River near present-day
Akaska. The post became the foundation
of a small town that would eventually bear
his name and become a brief, yet bright,
gateway to the West.

The Railroad

By the time the railroad arrived, Antoine
Le Beau Sr. was gone, but the town was
quickly gaining the reputation of a small
metropolis. In 1907, the Minneapolis
& St. Louis Railway (M&StL) reached
LeBeau, connecting the small Missouri
River settlement to Watertown and markets
farther east.

“As LeBeau prospered, so did the
M&StLs westernmost extension; as
LeBeau withered, so did its railroad,”
Hofsommer writes.

Cattle companies from Texas had taken
notice of both LeBeau and the grasslands
west of the Missouri. Once they learned
cattle thrived west of the river, they began
moving large herds into the region.
Through its railroad, LeBeau offered those
ranchers a new route to market.

The next trick was getting the cattle
across the river. On the west side of
the Missouri, large holding pens could
accommodate as many as 3,500 animals.
From there, cattle crossed the river aboard
the Scotty Philip, a steam-powered ferry.
Once across, they could be loaded directly

onto eastbound rail cars.

The mouth of Swan Creek on Lake Oahe
where the ghost town of LeBeau resides under
the waves. Photo by Frank Turner

In 1908, roughly 24,000 cattle passed
through LeBeau on their way to and from
the West River ranges, representing about
$1 million in livestock at the time. The feat
helped cement the town’s place as a major
cattle-shipping point on the Missouri.

A Bustling Town

By the end of the season, LeBeau
featured two banks, a newspaper, a
drugstore, a general store and a local
saloon. The growing town also boasted
two lumberyards, a grain elevator and a
livery, along with prominent businesses
like the Idle Hour billiard and pool parlor,
the Hotel LeBeau and Arcade Hotel. For
entertainment, residents could even catch a
show at Zimmer’s Opera House.

As the town grew, M&StL officials

planned to continue the rail line west of the

French fur trapper Antoine Le Beau Sr.
Photo submitted by Caroline Thorsen
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GHOST TOWN

Missouri by building a bridge across the
Missouri, hinting at a long expansion all
the way to the West Coast. The excitement
only reinforced the idea that LeBeau was
destined to become the gate to the west.

The buzz captured the attention of
Murdo MacKenzie, general manager of
the Matador Land and Cattle Company,
and his wealthy son, Dode. Described
as a likable and fine young man — while
sober — Dode moved to LeBeau in his early
20s to oversee Matador’s South Dakota
operations.

A Questionable Killing

At the end of the 1909 shipping season,
Dode MacKenzie began frequenting
LeBeau’s saloons. On Dec. 11, he was
shot and killed by Bud Stephens, who
was tending the bar that morning at Phil
DuFran’s saloon.

Local accounts of what happened that
day — and of Dode MacKenzies character
— differ greatly. One local official described
MacKenzie as a stand-up individual, while
another local woman said he was known
to shoot behind the heels of women in the
town when “spirits took him.”

Exactly what happened on Dec. 11
will never be known, but according to
the version later presented by Stephens’
defense at trial, MacKenzie became furious
when Stephens failed to hear him order a
drink. Rebuffed, MacKenzie crossed the
street to purchase what he believed were

The paddle-wheeler Scotty Philip loads cattle at LeBeau, S.D., to be fattened
on grasslands west of the Missouri River. For about three years, LeBeau
was one of the Northwest's most important cattle-shipping towns.

Photo courtesy of the South Dakota Historical Society

.45-caliber shells, loaded his gun, walked
back, pointed it at Stephens and pulled the
trigger twice. As the story goes, MacKenzie
had accidentally purchased .38-caliber
shells, which failed to fire and instead
plopped onto the floor. It was then that
Stephens reached for his gun and began
firing, killing the young MacKenzie.

A Dying Town

The trial resulted in Stephens’ acquittal,
drawing the ire of Dode MacKenzie's
father and the Matador Cattle Company.
The company effectively boycotted
LeBeau, and no Matador cattle ever
entered the town again.

A crowd gathers around a band near the railroad in LeBeau, S.D., with the depot and
Missouri River visible in the distance. About a year after this photo was taken, the
town installed 10-foot-wide concrete sidewalks along Main Street.

Photo courtesy of the South Dakota Historical Society.

Within months of the trial, a suspicious
fire made matters worse. Although fires
weren't uncommon in the Wild West,
townsfolk discovered that the fire hose,
telephone and telegraph lines had all been
cut prior to the fire. No arsonist was
ever caught.

The bad luck didn't stop there. A
competing rail line to the north completed
a bridge across the Missouri at Mobridge,
undercutting LeBeau’s stream of West
River cattle. By 1924, M&StL abandoned
the town, tearing out its segment of rail
line. Within a year, the post office closed.

Beneath Lake Oahe

LeBeau had been a ghost town for
decades when Lake Oahe came for what
was left.

Construction of Oahe Dam near Pierre
began in 1948 as part of a massive federal
effort to control flooding and generate
hydroelectric power along the Missouri
River. In August 1958, the river was closed
at the dam and the newly created reservoir
began to fill.

As the water rose, it eventually covered
the old LeBeau townsite near the mouth
of Swan Creek. The empty foundations,
cellar holes and remnants of the once-
bustling railroad town disappeared
beneath Lake Oahe. Unlike most ghost
towns in South Dakota that faded away
with time, LeBeau vanished beneath
the Missouri.
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SWEET IDEA

Doland Teen Finds Success
as Ice Cream Entrepreneur

Jacob Boyko

jacob.boyko@sdrea.coop

Noah Felderman has long enjoyed staying at his
grandparents’ cabin at Lake Poinsett, north of Arlington,
S.D. But during the summer of 2020, the 12-year-old faced
a dilemma many kids did during the COVID-19 era.

What is there to do today?

“I was there every weekend — almost every day — and
people were talking about ice cream,” Noah said. “I
thought, ‘Hey, I could try to make something out of this.”

After drawing up a business plan with his grandparents
and borrowing their orange side-by-side, Noah drove — or,
rather, had an adult drive him — around to sell ice cream
bars out of a small chest freezer.

>

“He was 12 years old and not able to drive, so this was a
family event,” Noah’s dad, Chad, said with a chuckle.

Driving to different campgrounds and neighborhoods
around the lake, Noah’s business — Feldy’s Ice Cream —
became a hit with residents, cabin owners, and weekend
campers.

The next summer, hoping to keep the momentum going,

13-year-old Noah found and purchased a retired school bus.

“We found a really good deal — this bus needed some
work just to get going and be operational so that’s how we
snagged it,” Noah explained. The Feldermans completely
overhauled the bus to turn it into a fully-equipped ice

Eighteen-year-old Noah Felderman (right) started his own ice
cream business in 2020. Noah's dad, Chad Felderman (left), is
the CEO of Dakota Energy Cooperative in Huron.

Photo by Jacob Boyko

cream truck, even giving it a custom orange paint job
to craft a recognizable brand and pay homage to his
grandparents' orange side-by-side that started it all.

That was the summer things really started to take off for
Feldy's Ice Cream.

“I called the State of South Dakota asking about tax law,
and they said they didn’t have time for prank calls,” Noah
laughed.

Feldy's Ice Cream serves stocks many flavors - vanilla, caramel,
raspberry chip, Oreo, and classic mint chocolate chip, to name a few.
Photo by Jacob Boyko
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FELDY'S ICE CREAM

Covering more ground in the bus than he could with the
side-by-side, the determined teenager became a familiar face
and started building connections in the Lake Poinsett area.

“Someone said if I ever want to do an event, I could come
cater the staff at the Madison hospital,” Noah recalled. “So
that’s what I went out and did.”

Word spread quickly. After Madison Regional Health,
Noah visited Prairie Lakes Hospital in Watertown, then
Huron Regional Medical Center.

He continued, “Once we were there, we served staff that
were having their own private events, like weddings, so then
they’d reach out to us and see if we'd want to cater their
wedding. It just kind of kept growing.”

As demand for ice cream grew, Noah purchased a small
building at Lake Poinsett to open a permanent ice cream
shop and also allow them the space to expand their offerings,
serving Saturday morning waffle breakfasts and statewide
favorites like Black Hills Bagels and Flyboy Donuts.

Six years since starting the business, Feldy’s Ice Cream
has become a seven-days-per-week summer commitment for
Noah. Today, the 18-year-old operates an ice cream truck,
ice cream trailer and the Lake Poinsett location.

For staffing, Noah turned to area high schools.

“We hit hard at the local schools — Castlewood, Estelline,
Arlington, Hamlin, Watertown, Brookings,” Noah recalled.
“We'd go to the school, give them some free ice cream
coupons, and encourage them to apply for a summer job.”

Noah currently employs 17 part-time summer workers.

“I never imagined that (the business) would grow into
what 'm doing now on a day-to-day basis,” he reflected.
“I've learned that you can have a plan, and the plan’s not
always going to go how you want. A machine will break
down, and then you're sitting there fixing it and figuring out
how you're going to get to this event on time. You learn to
take things as they come.”

After graduating this past spring, Noah enrolled at
Lake Area Technical College in Watertown to pursue
training in law enforcement. He hopes to pair that training
with a pilot’s license and pursue a career in aviation law
enforcement.

But that doesn’t mean he’s finished with ice cream.

“I'll take it year by year,” Noah said. “I don’t have any
plans to shut down or slow down operation. It’s definitely
something I'm going to continue doing.”

Noah’s dad, Chad Felderman, who also serves as CEO at
Dakota Energy Cooperative, praised his son’s work ethic and
thanked the surrounding communities for supporting the
business.

“You can’t not be proud of Noah,” Chad said. “With all

of the connections he’s made in different communities and

businesses, when I introduce myself, I don’t introduce myself

as Chad — I introduce myself as Noah’s dad or Feldy’s Ice
Cream’s dad.”

Spink County Sheriff's Deputy Wyatt Anderson visits Feldy's Ice
Cream at a stop at the Spink County Courthouse in Redfield.
Photo by Jacob Boyko

Chad assists Noah as he prepares a large order of ice cream cups
at Eastern Star retirement home in Redfield.
Photo by Jacob Boyko

Twelve-year-old Noah started his business at Lake Poinsett.
Photo submitted by Chad Felderman
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To have your event

listed on this page, send
complete information,
including date, event,
place and contact to your
local electric cooperative.
Include your name,
address and daytime
telephone number.
Information must be
submitted at least eight
weeks prior to your
event. Please call ahead
to confirm date, time and
location of event.

OCT.3

Community Rummage Sale
8a.m.-12 p.m.

Rapid Valley UMC

5103 Long View Rd.

Rapid City, SD

OCT.3

Fall Harvest Farmers Market
9a.m.

Centennial Park

Hot Springs, SD

OCT. 4

Run Crazy Horse
Full & Half Marathon

OCT. 5-11
Hill City Restaurant Week
Hill City, SD

OCT. 10

Fairburn Church Fall Festival
4:30 p.m.

Fairburn, SD

OCT. 10

Community Foundation
Casino Night Fundraiser
5:30 p.m.

Eras Event Center

Hill City, SD
210-326-4414

OCT. 10

2026 Fall River Ag
Appreciation Banquet
4:30 p.m.

Red Rock River Resort
Hot Springs, SD

OCT. 11

BBQ Fundraiser for Delta
Dental Bus

11 a.m.-5p.m.

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

OCT. 15-17

Spearfish Senior Center Fall
Fundraising Rummage Sale
Thurs., Fri. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

1306 N. 10™ St.

Spearfish, SD

OCT. 17

Family Feud Game Show
Hermosa Relief Fundraiser
5:30 p.m.

TW Bar

Hermosa, SD
605-209-9409

OCT. 20
Korczak Remembrance Day
Crazy Horse Memorial

OCT. 23

Monster Mash

5-8 p.m.

Box Elder Events Center
Box Elder, SD

OCT. 24

Hill City Children’s Boo Bash
& Pumpkin Festival

9-11 a.m.

Hill City, SD

OCT. 24

Tin City Saloon Masquerade
Mystery Pairing Party

Light Up Hill City Fundraiser
Hill City, SD

OCT. 24

Owl-O-Ween

Black Hills Raptor Center
12 p.m.-5 p.m.

15256 E. Hwy. 44

Rapid City, SD
605-519-2008

OCT. 31

Hill City Main Street
Merchant Trick-or-Treat
3-5p.m.

Hill City, SD

OCT. 31

Merchant Trick-or-Treat
4-6 p.m.

Hot Springs, SD

Note: We publish contact
information as provided. If
no phone number is given,
none will be listed. Please call
ahead to verify the event is
still being held.





